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Abstract: In the transition to a more circular economy, monitoring key trends and patterns is 

essential to understand how the various elements of the circular economy develop over time, to 

identify Member States' success factors and to assess whether sufficient action has been taken. 

Thus, the EU Council, based on the results of the monitoring, must be based on setting new priorities 

for achieving the long-term goal of the circular economy in the future. The crisis caused by Covid-19 

mitigates part of the impact of economic activities on the environment and climate. Thus, the 

transition to a more circular economy could bring benefits such as reducing pressure on the 

environment, improving security of supply of raw materials, increasing competitiveness, stimulating 

innovation, stimulating economic growth, creating jobs. The authors in this study analyze the 

European framework on the circular economy. 
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Abstract: As a result of the spread of technologies of the fourth industrial revolution and the 

digitalization of the economy, new opportunities are opening up for the development of circular 

principles of production. The use of digital economy technologies is associated with obtaining 

positive effects related to the use of raw materials and energy resources. The positive effects are 

due not only to the rationalization of resource consumption, but also to the implementation of 

operations to restore and regenerate the natural environment through the use of innovative digital 

technologies. All this contributes to the formation of a fundamentally new model of the economy, 

which acquires a restorative and closed character, based on the principle of "take-make-reuse" and 

being an alternative to the previously dominant linear model based on the principle of "take-make-

waste". The article is devoted to defining the role of the circular economy in the transition to the 

fourth industrial revolution. Also a comparative analysis of linear and circular models of the economy 

is presented.  
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