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Interview with Brigadier General
Nicolae Petrica, Chisinau, Moldova,
May 2015 (RU)

Ben McVicker

EDITOR'S NOTE

This interview was conducted as doctoral research under the supervision of Professor
Lynne Viola at the University of Toronto (2009-2012, 2014-2018) and supported by a
University of Toronto School of Graduate Studies Research Travel Grant. The
dissertation is titled "Afgantsy: The Social, Political, and Cultural Legacy of a Forgotten
Generation".

"I did not serve in the Soviet Army. | served in the
Afghan Army!

Mpexxae BCero, N03BOJbTE CMPOCUTb Bac, Koraa Bbl cny>xunu B AdraHuctaHe?

N. Petrica: s TIPUBbBIJI B AGTAHVMCTAH 11 MAPTA 1985, 3AKOHYMJI CJIY)KBY TAM 24 MAS
1987 rOJIA. 1 TAM BblJI 2 TOZIA, 2 MECSLIA U 14 IHEM. 1 BblJI COBETHUKOM KOMAHIMPA
[IEXOTHOM IMBU3UU BOOPY)XEHHBIX CUJI PECITYBJIMKU A®TAHVUCTAH. A HE CJIY)KUJI B
COBETCKOM APMUU, A CIYXWI B ASIAHCKOM APMHW. S 3AHUMAJICA
KOMAHJIJOBAHUEM U OBYYEHWEM B APMUU. B 3TOM BBIJIA MOSI MUCCUS. CIIYXKWJI
HA TIAKMCTAHCKOW TPAHMLE. A TIOCJIENHUE TOJl U MECHL] TIPEBBIBAHWA B
A®TAHUCTAHE A TIPOCJIY)KWJI HA WPAHCKOW TPAHUILIE. TAK 4YTO A®TAHUCTAH
M3YYUJI C 3AMIAIA 10 BOCTOKA. TJIABHASL MOS 3AJIAYA COCTOSIJIA B TOM, YTOBbI
[IOMOYb B OPIAHU3ALIMU NEATEJBHOCTU A®TAHCKOM APMMU U TIOMOYb UM B
BBITTIOJIHEHUW BOEBBIX 3AJIAY. MHE HETPYJIHO BBIJIO HAWTU OBIIMM SA3BIK C
O®ULIEPAMM. MOS OUBU3WUA BIIOCJEACTBUM CTAJIA BOEBATH OYEHBb XOPOIIO. A
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TIPOBEJI 26 OIEPAIIVM, M3 JBYX JIET, B OBIIEM CJIOXKHOCTH, — 3TO TOJ] BOEBBIX
JEMCTBUI. TOPXKYCh TEM, YTO HE IIOTEPSIJI HA OOHOI'O COJIIATA W HU OJHOTO
O®UIIEPA. BOCEMb YEJIOBEK PAHEHKIX, I3 KOTOPBIX YETBEPO BBIJIV JBAJK bl PAHEHEL
HA TIOJIE BOSI BBIJIA OYEHB XOPOIIAS IUCLIUTIJIMHA.

B BOEBBIX OIIEPAIIMAX TIOTEPb INIO4YTM HE BbIJIO. BbIJIM IIOTEPMU IIO
HEOVUCHUIIJIMHPOBAHHOCTH. OIOHA TIIPOBJIEMA BBUJIA OYEHb CJIOXKHAA - 3TO
JE3EPTHUPCTBO, IIOTOMY ITPOLJECC KOMIIJIEKTOBAHWA APMMU BbIJI OYEHB CJIOXKHBIM.

MHE TOTJA YJ)XE WCIIOJIHWIOCH 40 JIET. s HE XOTEJ IIOHAIPACHY HHKOTO
HAKA3BIBATB. TIO3TOMY 5 PEIIWJ TOUTU JPYTHMM IIYTEM — OBYYATbH U FOTOBUTH
BOEHHBIX. HEPEJIKO 51 TIPUE3)KAJI B 30HY BOEBBIX JEMCTBUM M JOHOCUJ IO
MPOTVBHUKA, YTO, ECJIM OHU HE BYJYT CTPEJISITb U CTABUTH MHHBI, TO 51 UX HE
TPOHY, HO ECJIM BYAYT, TO OTBETHBIE JEMCTBUS HEMUHYEMBL MBI OYEHB XOPOIIO
TIOHSIJIU [IPYT JIPYTA. YEPE3 HMIECTh MECSILIEB ITOCJIE MOET'O TTPUXOMA B IMPOBHUHIIMIO
KYHAP HA TPAHMIIE C TAKMCTAHOM MECTHBIE Y2KE XOZWJIU [10 OJJHOMY. PAHBIIE MBI
UX OXPAHSUIM, A YEPE3 IIECTh MECSIIEB OHM CAMMU YIKE IEPEMEIIAJIMCE, YEJIOBEK
POJIUJICST, YTOBBI )KUTh A HE YBUBATb.

HAM TIPUIIJIOCh TOJIbKO OAWH KMIIJIAK PACCTPEJISITh. JIOJU M3 3TOTO KUIIJIAKA
OJIVH PA3 PEIIWJIM ITPOBEPUTH, HA YTO MKl CIIOCOBHEL ITOCJIE 3TOI'O KUIIJIAKA HE
CTAJIO. BOJIBIIE CKAYKY, YTO MECTHBIE )XUTEJM YACTO YBETAJIM C HACHIKEHHBIX
MECT, YTOBBl MX B APMMIO HE 3ABPAJIM, A PABOTAJIU IO XO3SICTBY OJIHU
SKEHIIUHBL, JKEHIIMHBI TAM BBIXOZSIT 3AMYXX PAHO, B 11 JIET JIAXKE. COJIZATHI
A®TAHCKOM APMHU MHOTJA [IOMOTAJIM STUM JXEHIIMHAM TI0 TSDKEJIOM PABOTE. U
SKEHIITVHBI M BBIJIU BJIATOJIAPHBL.

The Mujahideen

B 1985-1987 rogax, npu lop6ayeBe, MHOMOe M3MEHNIOCh B APraHncTaHe No CPaBHEHMIO C
npeabiayumm nepmonom?

N. Petricd: CAMBIE TSAXKEJIBIE TOZbI BBIJIK 1985-1987 rOAbL. MODKAXEBI B 3TO BPEMSA
HAYAJIU JIVYILIE BOOPYXXATHCA, CO3OABATH CBOIO CUCTEMY U MPOYEE. U 3TO BbLIU
CAMBIE TPYHBIE TOZBI. HO MBI BBIJIU CUJIBHEE UX. B 1970-X TOLAX Y MOIDKAXEOB
CHICTEMA BBIJIA [IPYTAS, UX JIETKO HAXOZIWJIU U YHUYTOXAJIN. A TIOTOM OHU CTAJIU
JOEUCTBOBATDH IO HECKOJIbKY YEJIOBEK — IIPUIIJIM, ATAKOBAJIM U YIIJIW. BCE 3TO
BBIJIO CJIOXKHO, TAK KAK 3TO BbIJIA TPAYXKIAHCKAS BOMHA. 1 HE CKAXY, UTO [IPOTUB
HAC BBIJIA CUJIbHASI APMMS. HO TAM BOEBAJIA [IBE UJIEOJIOTVIM — CIIIA U COBETCKUM
COI03. COBETCKHM COI03 OBECIIEYMBAJI TOCYZIAPCTBO U MPOJYKTAMU U TEXHUKOU,
YTO OTPAYKAJIOCh HA COBETCKOM 3KOHOMMKE HETATUBHO. 3TO BbIJIO OYEHB CJIOXKHO
. HAM HMKTO HE TTOMOTAJI. A TIPOTUB HAC BOEBAJII AMEPVIKA, BPUTAHU A, ®PAHILIVA,
UTAJIAA, KUTANU, CAYZIOBCKAS APABUA. KUTAM TTOCTABJISAJI OPY)KUE. ETUIIET TOXXE
[TOCTABJIAJI OPYXKUE, BM-13. CAYQUTHI OJEBAJI Y OBYBAJIU OYIIMAHOB. ®PAHIIUA
OBECIEYUBAJIA UTHO®OPMAILIMOHHYIO TTOANEPXKKY. UTAJIUS TIOCTABJIAJIA MUHBI, CIIIA
U AHIJIUS, B OCHOBHOM, — 3EHUTHO-PAKETHBIE KOMITJIEKCHI U CBOMX COBETHUKOB. Y
MEHS BBIJIA CBOSI IVIBU3UA. BOJIBIIAA KOAJIMIIUA BOEBAJIA TIPOTUB A®TAHCKOTO
HAPOJIA. TIOSTOMY KAXIBI XOTEJI BbITh HAYAJIbBHUKOM U MOBENWTh. 3TO BHIJIO
CJIOXKHO.
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A®IAHMCTAH - 3TO MHTEPECHAS CTPAHA. TAM OYEHb YMHBIE OT ITPUPOJBI JIKOOM.
OHM HE YMEIOT 4YUTATH, HO CPEAM HMX ECTb OTJIMYHBIE JIETYMKW W TAHKMCTBL
BOT'ATBIM OT ITPUPOBI YMOM, UM MHOTI'O PA3 ITOBTOPATH O4HO U TO XXE HE HAJO. HO
OHH K TOMY BPEMEHMU Y)XE YCTAJIM BOEBATD.

BBUIM U OYEHD )KECTOKHE JYIIMAHBL TAKUE PAMOHBI, KAK O] IDKEJAJIABAZIOM, —
TAM TAKASI PABHUHA, T'JIE ECTb OYEHD )KECTOKWE U HEKYJIbTYPHBIE JYIIMAHBL BEJb
Y JIIOBOM BOMHBI ECTh MMEET IIPABUJIA, COJIIAT JKE HE BUHOBAT B TOM, YTO WJET
BOMHA. ECTb ITPABHJIO, YTO Tl MOXKEIIb EFO YBUTh, [IOKA OH CTPEJISIET. A KOTJA HE
CTPEJISIET, TO MOJKEHIb B3STh B IUVIEH. A TIOJ I)KEJAJIABAJIOM, TAM ITYIITYHBI
KOTOPHIE ITPUXOAUJIM W3 TMAKMCTAHA. OHM BBIJIM OYEHB JXKECTOKU. BBIJI TAKOM
BIMM30/. OHU B3SIIM B IJIEH KOMAH/IUPA INTABA PA3BEABIBATEJIBHOTO BATAJIHOHA
11-11 TEXOTHOM JWBU3UM U [PYIMX O®UIIEPOB. OHM BCEX 3TUX O®UIIEPOB
TOJIOYKMJIA HA KPOBATHU (YATIAPKA), TTOBPUJIM, OLEJIU U KAXKJOTO PACCTPEJIA/IUA B
JIEBBIM TJIA3. OJTHOMY T'OJIOBY OTPE3AJIN. KECTOKOCTD Y)KACHASI! OHM BOEBAJIM 3A
MAK. TOJIbKO TAM, IIE TEYET PEKA - TAM )KM3Hb. A MAK OHU COBMPAIOT MEPBEII B
MAPTE, A TTOTOM B MAE 1 IIPOJIAIOT.

| YnTan, 4To fake cerogHa MOXXHO KyMnnTb Nexkunn Ha,q>+<v|6yr|r|b| Ha 6a3ape, M 4YTO OHKN
0Y4€eHb MOMNYNAPHBI.

N. Petricd: s1 HE 3HAIO, YTO OH TAM I'OBOPWJI. Y HAC BBUIM TAKUE PA3STOBOPEI, YTO...
BBLJIA TAKASI [IPAKTUKA, YTO OHU UAYT I10 JUBU3HUU TOBOPUTH C HAPOJIOM.

Military Education

YT1o Bbl enanw, koraa BepHynnch 13 AdbraHmctaHa?

N. Petricd: TIOCJIE A®TAHA 51 BBUI TIEPEBEJIJEH B Y3BEKMCTAH. TAM S BBIJI IIEPBBIM
3AMECTUTEJIEM HAYAJIbHUKOM BOEHHOI'O YYMJIMIIA, 51 B CBOEM YKU3HU HE JIIOBJIIO
BPAHBE. B AOTAHHUCTAHE BBIJI TAKOM CITYYAM. MOSI IUBU3US U ELIE OOHA JIOJDKHEI
BBLJIM 3ACTYIIMTH B YEPHBIE FOPHL A IYIIMAHBEI TAM JXJJAJIM KAPABAH. BELJT OUEHB
XOPOIIMM KAPABAH. BYKBAJILHO YEPE3 MECSIIL], HAC TIPUTJIACUJI [JIABHBIF BOEHHEIN
COBETHUK HA COBEIIAHME. U MEHSI TIPUTJIACUJIA HA TPUBYHY, YTOBBI 51 PACCKA3AJI,
KAK S BBICTPO B35 KAPABAH M HAYYWJICS BBICTPO BOEBATH, HO IIOTOM MHE
HHKAKOI'O OPIEHA HE [JAJIM. S TOBOPWJI BCIO IIPABAIY, YTO B OCHOBHOM JIIOOU
BE3JEJIbHUKY Y HUYETO HE XOTSAT JEJIATh. HUKOMY MOM CJIOBA HE HPABUJIUCH, 13-
3A YETO $1 [TOTIAJI HE B AKAZIEMHIO, A B YUWUJIMIIE.

Transnistria: "My comrade from the Far East fought
against me.’

B 1992 TOAy B MOJIZOBE HAYAJIACh BOMHA HA OHECTPE. MUHMCTPOM OBOPOHEI
MOJIZIOBBl CTAJI [MOH] KOCTAII. B A®TaHMCTAHE $I MBITAJICSI KAK MOJKHO PEJKE
JIABATH KOMAHZIY «OTOHb». A TYT, HA JHECTPE, - CBOU! B 3TO BPEMS B
MIPUTHECTPOBBE TTPUBBII FTEHEPAJI AJIEKCAHJIP JIEBEZIb. MBI OTBUJIM ATAKHW, YBUJIA
MHOT'O JIIOJIEM, U 5T PEINIMJI BCTPETUTBCS C HUM. 5 OTBEYAJI 3A BOEBHIE JEMCTBYS HA
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KOYMEPCKOM IJIALIIAPME. PETYJISSPHOM APMWUU HE BBIJIO. KOTZJA Mbl OTBUJIV ATAKU,
TO COJIOATHI ITOHAJIM, YTO ITPUIIEJI KOMAHOWP.

MPOTUB MEHSA BOEBAJI MOW TOBAPMUII IO JAJIBHEMY BOCTOKY. U Mbl PENIWUJIN
MIPOLIOJIKATE BCTPEUY — C MOEM 60 YEJIOBEK U C ETO CTOPOHBI 60 YEJIOBEK. COJIIATHI
OBHUMAJIVICh U TIJIAKAJIW, TAK KAK OHU BBIPOCJIM BMECTE U YKWJIU BCETZJA BMECTE.
Mbl PEIIWJIM 3AKOHYWUTH BOEBBIE JEWCTBUA. U Mbl IIPUHAJIU PEIIEHME. MBI
OBPATUJINCb K KOMAHJIOBAHMIO: TIEPBOE - 3A EJVHYIO MOJIAOBY, BTOPOE -
HEME/JIEHHOE TIPEKPAIIEHUE OTHfA, TPETBE - HENPECJIELOBAHUE YYACTHHKOB
BOEBBIX  JEMCTBWUN, YETBEPTHIA IIYHKT - TIIPEJOCTABUTH ABTOHOMMIO
MPUOHECTPOBBIO. MATOE - BBIBOJ, TEXHUKU U TAPAHTUPYEM MWP UM PEIIEHUE
[IPOBJIEM MWPHBIM IIYTEM. B IIPUOHECTPOBBE TMPE3UJEHT CPEATHMPOBAJI U
[IPEJIOKWJI TPOJIOJIDKATB TTIEPETOBOPHI [0 3AKJ/IIOYEHUA MUPA. A HAIIIM HUYETO HE
CKA3AJIU. BCE HAIIE TPABUTEJILCTBO HAYMHAA C 1992 IOOA - WOWOTHl U3-3A
KOTOPBIX MBI MOTEPAJIM TPUAHECTPOBBE. MUJIJIMAPZI YKPAJIM U BCE CUIAT HA
MECTAX. OTHOIIEHUE K BOEHHBIM TOXXE HETTIPUEMJIEMOE — HE XBATAET JIbI'OT.

Map of Moldova

ROMANIA

Source: https://www.mapsland.com/europe/moldova/large-regions-map-of-moldova

The Transnistrian War

The Republic of Transnistria or the "Pridnestrovian Moldavian Soviet Socialist
Republic", as it was first named, split from the former Moldavian Soviet Socialist
Republic after its Russian-speaking population refused to be part of the Republic of
Moldova founded on 23 June 1990. It proclaimed independence as the
"Pridnestrovian Moldavian Republic" on 2 September 1990 and in December 1991
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confirmed its independence by referendum. Violence first broke out in November
1991 in Dubdsari/Dubossari during an operation involving pro-Moldovan forces
(troops and police) and the Transnistrian Republican Guard, militia and Cossack
units. After a period of calm, negotiations failed and several officers of the 14th
Army based in Transnistria were placed under arrest. Fighting resumed in March
1992, on a larger scale, supported by the Russian forces of the 14th Army under the
command of General Aleksandr Lebed. The 14th Army clashed with the Moldovan
Armed Forces on the banks of the Dniestr, around the towns of Bendery/Tighina
and Dubdsari. Several hundred people were killed on both sides.

The Transnistrian area is of major strategic importance to Russia: it gives it access
to the Danube and the Balkans by bypassing Ukraine; 40% of the country's
industrial companies (as part of the USSR military industrial complex) were
concentrated in the region during the Soviet era; and it includes a major rail hub
for the transport of raw materials.

After a ceasefire was negotiated in July 1992, the United Nations oversaw an
agreement with Moldova to leave Transnistria as Russia’s area of influence. The
ceasefire would be imposed by a peacekeeping force from the Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS) that succeeded the USSR. A UN resolution calling for the
full and unconditional withdrawal of foreign military forces from the territory of
the Republic of Moldova was adopted on 22 June 2018, but was non-binding and
Russian peacekeeping forces remain in Transnistria to this day. Although it has
acquired the attributes of a sovereign state and bears its own currency, the
Transnistrian ruble, Transnistria is not recognized by any UN member state. After
a ceasefire was negotiated in July 1992, the United Nations oversaw an agreement
with Moldova to leave Transnistria as Russia's area of influence. The ceasefire
would be imposed by a peacekeeping force from the Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS) that succeeded the USSR. A UN resolution calling for the
full and unconditional withdrawal of foreign military forces from the territory of
the Republic of Moldova was adopted on 22 June 2018, but was non-binding and
Russian peacekeeping forces remain in Transnistria to this day. Although it has
acquired the attributes of a sovereign state and bears its own currency, the
Transnistrian ruble, Transnistria is not recognized by any UN member state.

The Veterans' Union

Bbl BxoauTe B COtO3 BeTEpaHOB BOVHbI B AdraHucTaHe Pecny6nvkn Mongosa?

N. Petrici: COI03 BETEPAHOB OBPA30BAJICS EIIE [IO 1992 TOJA. 1 HE BXOXKY B 3TOT
COIO3. ECTB JIMTA BETEPAHOB — BOT 51 EI0 3AHUMAIOCB!,

Nostalgia

1 nocnegHuin BONPOC: UCMbITbIBaeTe Nn Bbl HOCcTanbrnto no AdraHuctany? Xotute Tyga
BEPHYTbCA?

N. Petricd: A XOTb 3ABTPA. [IPOLLJIO 28 JIET, U JIIOOU TAM MEHS ITOMHAT. COBETHUK
10 OBOPOHE MTIOMHUT OBO MHE. I BBl XOTEJI YBUIETH CAJl, KOTOPBIM MBI [TIOCAZIUJIY,
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JOMA, KOTOPBIE MBI ITOCTPOMJIV, Y TTIPOYEE. B A®TAHVMICTAHE BbIJIO CTPAIIIHO JAXXKE
HE TO, 4YTO YBBIOT, HO TO, YTO MOXXHO BBIJIO 3ABOJIETb. HO TAM BBIJIA MVY>XCKAA
PABOTA, BBIJIA YECTb 1 JOCTOMHCTBO. AMEPUKAHIIEB a®T'AHILIbI BOOBIIE HE JIIOBAT. C
HAMHW OHU OBIIAJIMCh U BOCIIPUHUMAJIU HAC, KAK JIFOOEN. A C aMEPUMKAHIIAMU
TAKOT'O HET. AMEPUKAHIIBI BOOBIIE HEMHOXXKO HEITPABMJIBHO CEBS ITOBEJIN.

Memorial to Soldiers of the Soviet-Afghan War, Tiraspol, Transnistria

Ben McVicker, June 2015

NOTES

1. JIUTA BETEPAHOB BOOPY)XEHHBIX CWUJI PECITYBJIMKU MOJIZIOBA.

ABSTRACTS

Nicolae Petrici (1944-2018) was born in Ozerne, a village in the province of Odesa, Ukraine. He
served in Afghanistan as an advisor to the 9th and 14th Infantry Divisions of the Afghan Army
(1985-1987) and oversaw their command in 26 combat operations. From 1992to 1993,
he was Chief of Staff of the National Army, and the first Defense vice-minister of Moldova. At the
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time of the interview he was a Brigadier General and a professor of military science at the
Technical University of Moldova.
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